OPEN CALL

Planetary Embassy on
Avenida Paulista

Under the patronage of renowned Swiss-Brazilian photographer
Claudia Andujar, Swissnex invites emerging artists from
Switzerland and Brazil to exhibit large-scale photographs along
Latin America’s most emblematic urban corridor.

Brazil | August 13, 2026

For the inauguration of its new location
on Avenida Paulista, one of Latin
America's most iconic and busiest
avenues, this September, Swissnex is
organizing the Sao Paulo edition of
Planetary Embassy, a global event series
exploring Swissnex’s experimental
concept of “planetary diplomacy.”

At the heart of the program is

Planetary Embassy on Avenida Paulista,
an outdoor exhibition that uses
photography to investigate what such a
diplomacy might look like. Presented
under the patronage of renowned
Swiss-Brazilian photographer Claudia
Andujar, the exhibition will feature eight
large-scale works by emerging artists
from Switzerland and Brazil installed for
more than two weeks along Avenida
Paulista, an urban corridor that welcomes
millions of people every day.
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Open Call on
Planetary Diplomacy

Planetary diplomacy begins with a simple
question: if keeping Earth habitable is the
defining challenge of our time, how can
diplomacy evolve to engage with the
many forces actively shaping our planet?
Swissnex’s concept proposes moving
beyond human-centered frameworks by
recognizing the agency and interests of
other living, non-living, and technological
actors in planetary life. What new forms
of representation, dialogue, and
negotiation might emerge from such a
paradigm shift?

Against this backdrop, we invite
photographers from Switzerland and
Brazil to submit works that evoke
alternative ways of being in relation with
the more-than-human world. Each
selected photograph will be
accompanied by a short text written by
the artist for display at the street level.
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https://swissnex.org/planetary-embassy/

The works should function as visual
“what ifs,” inviting viewers to imagine
how humans might relate to other forms
of Earth-shaping agency, from fungi,
rivers, and forests to ocean currents,
weather patterns, and planetary
computation.

Rather than offering definitive answers,
the selected works should open new
imaginaries for coexistence, asking how
diplomacy could evolve once humans
are recognized as one among many
constituents determining the future of
our planetary condition.

Eligibility
Applicants must:

e Be photographers/artists based in
Switzerland or Brazil.

e All submitted works must be original,
and applicants must hold all necessary
rights and permissions for their use and
exhibition.

If based in Switzerland:

e Be currently undertaking graduate
studies at a Swiss higher education
institution (last year of bachelor, master's
level, or above); or

e Be an alumnus/alumna of a Swiss
higher education institution.

If based in Brazil:

e Applicants must have professional
experience in artistic photography,
including:
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° Visual artists working with
photography.

° Photographers producing artistic or
conceptual bodies of work.

Eligible Works

e All photographic practices welcome.
e Submit a maximum of three works

e Final image only. No changes to the
photo after selection permitted.

e Photo description. The description may
be submitted in English and Portuguese.
Al-assisted translation is accepted.

e The work must be original and created
by the applicant. If it is part of a
collaborative project, all artists involved
must be properly credited in the
application, with the applicant
responsible for the accuracy of the
information provided.

e The submitted works must not be
available for purchase on stock image
platforms such as Getty, Pexels, iStock,
among others, until the end of the
exhibition.

Application
Applicants should submit:

e 1 PDF with max 10 MB with the
following:

° A CV or professional biography
(max. 500 words; maximum one A4
page), highlighting relevant
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exhibitions, publications, grants, and
artistic practice.

° A portfolio with representative
images from recent work.

e Up to three photographs (only one is
mandatory)

° All photographs must be in
portrait/vertical orientation and
submitted in high resolution, suitable
for reproduction at a final print size of
2.5 x 3.75 m. Images that do not
match this aspect ratio may not be
considered, as submissions will not
be cropped for printing.

For each photograph, provide:

o Title

e Year

e Technical details (if relevant)

e Caption contextualizing the image in
relation to the Planetary Embassy
concept. Max. 150 words for each
photograph.

e Applicants must disclose any use of Al
tools during the creation or
post-production of the submitted work.

Image specifications:

e Digital preview | JPEG, RGB (sRGB), up
to 5 MB, minimum 3,500 px on the
longest side. (To be uploaded in the
application form).

e High-resolution print version |
Submitted images must be
high-resolution files in JPEG, TIFF or
PDF format, with a composition suitable
for printing at 2.5 m x 3.75 m. This
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version will be via a downloadable link
(e.g. WeTransfer, Dropbox, Google Drive,
or similar)

Important notes

e By submitting an application,
applicants grant Swissnex a worldwide,
non-exclusive, royalty-free license to
reproduce, display, publish, distribute,
and adapt (including formatting, resizing,
and cropping) the selected works solely
for purposes directly related to the
exhibition, including its presentation,
promotion, documentation, and public
communication through Swissnex's
website, social media channels,
newsletters, press relations, audiovisual
materials, and other communication
materials related to the exhibition.

e This license does not transfer copyright
ownership, which remains with the artist.
Swissnex will make reasonable efforts to
credit the artist whenever the work is
used.

e Swissnex will cover production and
installation of the exhibition. Selected
artists are responsible only for providing
the requested high-resolution files.

e As the exhibition will take place in a
public space, the final approval of the
selected works is subject to review by
the City of Sao Paulo and the relevant
municipal authorities. This approval
process has been previously coordinated
with the relevant authorities and is
scheduled to take place on 31 August
2026.
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Selection Jury

Gabriela Devaud
Arts & Creative Industries Lead,
Swissnex in Brazil

Sabrina Fontenelle
Curator
Instituto Tomie Ohtake, Brazil

Selection criterias

e Artistic and conceptual quality: the
strength, clarity, and originality of the
visual language and thematic
engagement.

e Relevance to planetary diplomacy: how
meaningfully the work speaks to the
questions posed and the curatorial
proposal.

e Artist's trajectory and potential impact:
consideration of the artist's trajectory
and the potential for the exhibition to
meaningfully advance their practice.

e The jury will also consider how the

selected works relate to one another to
create a cohesive public exhibition.

Participation Requirements and
Opportunities

Selected photographers will:

e Exhibit on large-format outdoor panels
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along Avenida Paulista from 14
September to 1 October 2026, as part of
the Planetary Embassy, Swissnex's
flagship initiative exploring new
relationships between humans and the
living world.

e Participate in the Confluence
Dialogues, a public program organized
by Swissnex from 28 September to
October 01to mark the opening of its
new office on Avenida Paulista and
explore themes connected to the
Planetary Embassy.

e Benefit from promotion through
Swissnex's global network, including the
Swissnex website, social media channels
and newsletters.
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Calendar

Call opens

August 13, 2026

Application deadline

August 23, by midnight Swiss Time, 2026

Jury review period

August 24 - 28,2026

Selection announced

August 31, 2026

Exhibition live

September 14 - October 1, 2026

Planetary Embassy on Paulista Events
(Confluence Dialogues Events)

September 28 - October 1, 2026

Organizer

Swissnex is the Swiss global network
connecting Switzerland and the world in
education, research, innovation, and the
arts. Its mission is to foster international
collaboration through the exchange of
knowledge, ideas, and talent,
strengthening Switzerland's profile as a
world-leading innovation hub. Swissnex
is an initiative of Switzerland’s State
Secretariat for Education, Research and
Innovation (SERI) and is part of the Swiss
Confederation's network abroad. Its
activities are made possible through
public and private partnerships. In Brazil,
Swissnex operates from Sao Paulo and
Rio de Janeiro, developing programs
and collaborations across the country.

Questions?
Questions regarding the open call may be
directed to hello.brazil@swissnex.org

Apply now
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